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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE ITALIAN EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA 

1. THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INFORMED BY THE EMBASSY OF A 
COUNTRY WHICH, LIKE THE U.S., IS ONE OF THE TWELVE 
SIGNATORIES TO ANTARCTIC TREATY, THAT AN EXPEDITION TO 
ANTARCTICA IS BEING PLANNED BY AN ITALIAN CITIZEN. ITALY 
IS NOT A PARTY TO THE TREATY. 

2. ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE, A MEMBER OF THE ITALIAN POLAR 
GEOGRAPHIC INSTITUTE, MR. RENATO CEPPARO, IS SAID TO 

BE ORGANIZING A PERSONALLY-FUNDED EXPEDITION TO TAKE 
PLACE IN JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1976. MR. CEPPARO IS 
ALLEGED TO HAVE SUGGESTED TO THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 
THAT ITALY ADHERE TO THE ANTARCTIC TREATY. 

3. THE EMBASSY IS REQUESTED DISCRETELY TO ASCERTAIN THE 
FACTS AND INFORM THE DEPARTMENT. BECUASE OF THE RELATIVE 
IMMINENCE OF THE PURPORTED EXPEDITION, AN EARLY REPLY 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED. INGERSOLL 
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